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bilities; these, however, he overcame with apparent ease, and entire satisfaction to each and every one in authority.
The departure of Colonel Harvey Brown and his agreeable family for an Eastern station left me the only lady at the post. To many this might have been a deplorable experience, cut off as we were from civilization, and suffering all the inconveniences and discomforts of a frontier station. Our mail came from Tampa Bay in a sailboat, and, wind and wave permitting, was received once a week. Commissary stores and other supplies came in the same way, and on one occasion, when the boat capsized with a load of these stores, we were without some of the necessaries of life for six weeks. Gail Borden was unknown then, and milk could only be obtained from the half-starved, miserable Florida cows. Fort Myers could not boast such an animal, and Mr. Hancock made four separate attempts before we could secure this luxury. The first cow strayed from the herd during the overland journey, and never reached us; the second came by sea, and while being landed at the dock fell overboard and broke her neck; the third was safely landed, but wandered into a quicksand on the day of her arrival and so was lost. Persistency was finally rewarded, and the fourth attempt was successful.                  .. inrder you gave orally, as I am informed, in relation to the quarters I have occupied, as well as those occupied by my adjutant, that I have been mistaken.
